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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

         16 October 2018

Meeting commenced: 4:00pm
Meeting ended: 5:40pm

 
PRESENT:

Committee A: Alex Klein
Jeremy Michelson

Committee B:

Committee C: Anne Broomhead
Pat Wilson
David Levien

Committee D: Councillor Ryan
Councillor Collinson
Councillor Brocklehurst
Councillor Saunders
Councillor Fletcher

David Milne

Officers: Elizabeth Jones – SACRE Clerk
Kindra Belcher – SACRE Consultant

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Alex Klein welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor W Nkurunziza, 
Councillor Walsh, Imran Kotwal and Reverend Daniel Burton.

A minute silence was held for Isobel Phillips who recently passed away.

Kindra Belcher agreed to approach a potential Roman Catholic rep.

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7 JUNE 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 7th June were agreed as a true and 
correct record.

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 7th June were agreed as a true 
and correct record.
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MATTERS ARISING 

 Youth SACRE
Alex explained that this has proven successful in other areas and he thinks this would 
be a good idea and would benefit Salford.

Kindra agreed that she will liaise with Kerril and undertake some research into this and 
see how this has worked in other areas and her findings can be discussed at the next 
sub-group.

Kindra to arrange a further subgroup meeting with Kerril, David L and Alex.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) Kindra will undertake some research into Youth SACRE’s.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Kindra to arrange a sub group meeting.

4. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE

Primary:-
Kindra informed the meeting that at the last Primary Update Meeting David Milne 
attended but unfortunately it only had 3 attendees; another one is planned to take 
place soon.

I have organised some CPD for RE for Primary Teachers, this will take place on 
Wednesday 31st October at Buile Hill Banqueting Suite and Lat Blaylock will run the 
course. It will be a refresher/update for schools using our syllabus.

So far we have only have 18 delegates signed up but we will continue to keep pushing 
out comms and encouraging schools to send a member of staff.

Lat still thinks its worthwhile running and he said he will reduce his fee if the number 
do not increase.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 Is the take-up mainly community Primary Schools?

o Yes, we don’t have much uptake from Faith Schools
 We could maybe roll it out to other LA’s, this event was held in Wigan and it 

was very successful
o We don’t have enough time to do that but that is an option if we ever do 

this again
 Maybe NASACRE could put the feelers out for us
 Lat is a very good speaker and very inspiring

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

5. INTERFAITH WEEK UPDATE

Interfaith Week is - 11-18th November 2018.

David Levien informed the meeting that he has not heard back from Kerril in regards 
to the idea put forward of holding an event with young people, we will now need to 
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come back at this for next year. We need to be organising much earlier on to ensure 
that we can plan an event and included young people.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 We need to be more pro-active for 2019
 It could have a creative and arts dimension to this, maybe displays in schools
 53% of the population don’t have a religious, can think up a new label?

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

6. COMMISSION RE REPORT

David L proceeded to give his views on the Report – below is taken from an email he 
sent to the Chair and Clerk before the meeting:

The key motivation driving this work is the issue of how young people navigate and make 
sense of a complex world of religion and belief.  The backdrop and context tracks to recognition 
that we inhabit a world that is rapidly changing, increasingly interconnected and yet culturally 
diverse.

With these thoughts in mind the Report suggests that an RE Curriculum should be:
 Academically demanding.
 RE has historically been the best school subject to equip children with these aims in 

mind.
 RE overtime changed its approach in response to changes to society.
 The time is now right for another qualitative change in approach in order to ensure the 

subject is fit for purpose.

3 reasons why a Review of RE is required now:
1. There has been a growth and diversity of Religions.
2. There is too much variability of RE experience in our schools.
3. Legal arrangements are not as effective as schools become Academies.

The Commission proposes 3 Key Objectives:
1. A new National Plan should be enacted to ensure the subject remains 
- Academically rigorous and knowledge rich.
- Aims to prepare students for life in a world of religion, belief and diversity.
2. There are 3 components to this National Plan:
- This Subject to be called Religion and World views – targets all pupils regardless of 

family backgrounds, personal beliefs and practices.
- All pupils to have access to high quality teaching whatever school they attend.  This to 

be a Statutory National Entitlement for all schools and subject to Inspection. 
- The Entitlement encapsulates a common vision within which schools will be able to 

develop their own approach appropriate to their character.
3. There should be significant investment in ensuring two essential supports for this way 

forward:
- A requirement for highly qualified and knowledgeable teachers to achieve this new 

vision.
- Local communities have played a significant role in supporting RE in the past.  The 

structures that made this possible should be re-envisioned to enable this important 
contribution to continue. 
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During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 Jeremy explained that he is quoted directly in the report and there is the 

possibility of it being used against SACRE
 Its proposing that in the new order we would become agents of central 

government
 There is a worry teachers won’t get a look in if decisions are decided by others 
 The committee providing input to this report wasn’t fully represented of all 

Faiths, there were no Jewish reps
 It was a very long and repetitive report
 The title about World view was good – for people who are not religiously 

motivated it may gain their interest
 It lets in all kinds of issue with changing the name
 It is a missed opportunity, it didn’t talk up the great works going on across the 

country and from SACRE’s
 Concern is where will SACRE’s stand, things get done at a local level through 

SACRE’s working with schools through networks
 Who are all these people who will get together to put together the national 

guidelines – who will these people be?
 Positive about this report is they do make a plea for more money to develop 

and support teachers
 I don’t think this will be taken seriously at national level

o The political climate could potentially be in support of this so I would not 
dismiss this

 Who is going to handle all the RE Literacy if it’s not the teachers?
 I would be very surprised there is not a provision in the legislation for academies
 Are all schools aware of the Commission?

o Kindra replied that she has had no feedback; i very much doubt they are 
aware of it

o RE is the subject that is pushed around and this looks like another 
watering down of it

 They have had reports from all the SACRE’s reporting these issues and 
nothing has been done about it

 Should we express our concerns to NASACRE and state that they are not 
accurately representing our concerns?

 They are bringing up issues but not saying how they are going to solve them
 There is no representative on here who is a young person, why?
 If you open up the subject to world views and issues then you may get more 

children interested in the subject and tan up-take of the subject
 Just because the world has changed doesn’t mean we should set aside values
 We need to engage young people and encourage a healthy debate and 

learning in a safe environment, we need to stop it being so narrow of subject
o The syllabus that we have is not very narrow, so if they follow it they get 

all of this
 It doesn’t matter what it’s called as long as it engages the children

It was agreed that everyone would send Elizabeth any views on the report and the sub 
group when they meet will discuss.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) to send any comments on the report to Elizabeth.
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7. SALFORD HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY UPDATE

Alex informed the meeting that preparations are going well. 
Speakers and survivors have been booked to speak at the event; one of the survivors 
is from Bosnia, there will also be music we will show snippets of films and we may 
have a choir singing.

The event will take place on Monday 28th January 2018 at The Albion Academy, it will 
start 6.30/7pm and refreshments will be served.

There is a further meeting this week on Thursday.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 It would be good if pupils who have visited Auschwitz can speak about their 

experiences
 Could we write to the Youth Mayor Mitchell Mullin and see how you could get 

them involved?
o They have been included in the event but maybe for next time we could 

include them in the organisation of the event itself

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

8. NASACRE AGM AND CONFERENCE

Elizabeth informed the meeting that in NASACRE SACRE briefing – issue 20 they 
informed us that the next Conference will take place on: Wednesday 22 May in 
Manchester

It was agreed that any members who wish to attend the conference will email 
Elizabeth.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) members who wish to attend the conference to email 
Elizabeth.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

 SACRE Sub Groups
- Holocaust Memorial Day Planning Group
- Action Group Sub Group

 Westhill Grant
Is there any opportunities to apply for a Westhill grant?
David L to look into it.

 1st November 2018 - "Loose Lawyers" Panel Event
Cllr Fletcher informed the meeting of The Muslim Jewish Forum of Greater Manchester 
upcoming event.

https://www.muslimjewish.org.uk/Future_events.html

https://www.muslimjewish.org.uk/Future_events.html
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The details are as follows:

When Thursday 1 November 2018 at 19:30.
Where Khizra Mosque, 425 Cheetham Hill Rd, Manchester M8 0PF.

Question Is OFSTED trampling on faith? The rights of religious parents versus 
preparing children for life in modern Britain.

Speakers

Panel Chair - Cllr Heather Fletcher, Solicitor.

1. David Berkley QC - Barrister

2. Ahmed Nadim - Barrister

3. Joanne Feldman - Solicitor

4. Yasmin Aslam - Solicitor

Food Tea, coffee and kosher light refreshments will be served.
Cost The event is free to attend.
Booking There is no need to book in advance as we have a spacious venue.

 Syllabus
Kindra to send syllabus link to Elizabeth so she can send out to all members so they 
can refresh their memory.

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The meeting agreed that Elizabeth would send out some potential dates for March 
2019 meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate.

Where to hold the meeting was discussed and the Tian Cheng Temple in Little Hulton 
was suggested, Cllr Ryan agreed to make enquiries.

Any other ideas for a venue then please email Elizabeth.

RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date in March 
2019 and members notified accordingly.

http://stjohnsbuildings.com/people/david-berkley-qc
https://www.lincolnhousechambers.com/members/ahmed-nadim
https://www.masonandco-solicitors.co.uk/the-team
http://www.agicriminalsolicitors.co.uk/our-people/yasmin-aslam/

